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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

As you will see in reading
this issue of the Newsletter,
there are many positive
lhings to report, but the_y
are no recompense for the
sudden loss of our dear
friend and colleague Lorna
Partridgc.

When I became President
in June, 2006, Lorna had
been serving the Society for
a number of years, and 1
soon learned what a model
of devotion, reliability and
competence she was. Not
only did she keep WHS’s
books in ‘perfect order’-
drawing on her professional
expertise, but she contin-
ued to serve as a member of
the Executive Committee
even through her illness,
not wanting to let any of us
down. Through all of this

she was unfailingly cheer-
ful, positive and supportive
of everyone else.

I was personally acquainted
with her mainly in connec-
tion with her work for the
Society, but I was not sur-
prised to learn of her tire-
less and unselfish devotion
to other charitable organi-
zations such as the Friends
of Aleisha Fund, the Dor-
chester Fire Department
Auxiliary, the Dorchester
Lioness Club, the Dorches-
ter First United Baptist
Church, the Pathfinders,
the Access Centre, the
Sandpiper Committee and
many other community-
uilding institutions.

Her New Brunswick Day

FEBRUARY 2008

Merit Award for Commu-
nity Volunteer Work is in-
dicative of the esteem in
which she is held by the peo-
ple of Sackville & Dorches-

ter.

Our heartfelt condolences
go out to Greg and to
Lorna's family. Iknow I
speak for all members of the
Society when I say: “Thank
you, Lorna for enriching the
lives of all of us. We will
remember you for every-

thing you have done”

The Lorna Partridge Volunteer
Bursary Fund has been set up
in her honour to help an
Outstanding Student Volunteer
to pursue further education.

Gene Goodrich

KEILLOR HOUSE MUSEUM—2008

Keillor House—’Down
Home Supper’

Saturday, April 26, 4:30-
6:30 p.m. Ham, scallops,
baked beans, gingerbread.
$12.00. For home delivery/
take out contact 379-6680.

Mother’s Day Tea—
’Putting on the Glitz’

Saturday, May 10, 1:00-
2:00 & 3:00-4:00 p.m. Tea,

sandwiches, cakes ; antique

& costume jewelry for sale
by Shepody IODE. For tick-
ets (‘a]I] 379-6620.

Keillor House Official
Ol)ening

Saturday, June 14, 3:00
p.m. affer Shiretown Pa-
rade. Don’t miss the popu-
lar ‘Hats off to Ympf:lncore'
Exhibit (1830-1980)— new
costumes & accessories.
Free admission

Celebrate Canada Day

Tuesday, Juiy 1, 2:00-3:00
l){.m‘ usic— Ivan & Vivian

icks, children’s games,
cake, ice cream, prizes. Free
admission.

Sandpiper Festival Break-
fast

Saturday, July 26, 8-10 a.m.
Pancaké Breakfast with sau-
sages, baked beans and muf-
fins. $6.00.
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The Lorna Pc;rrrrja’ge
Volunteer Bursary
Fund
Over the next two years
the following community
oz‘ganizations -with whom
Lorna worked, will be fund-

raising to secure capital for
the annual Bursary:

-The Westmorland Historical
Society

-The Friends of Aleisha Fund
-The Dorchester Fire Depart-

ment
-The Dorchester Lion’s Club

If you wish to contribute to
the fund directly, please con-
tact

Cole or Judy
(506) 379-6682
or
Nancy Blakney
(506) 379-6746
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HIGHLANDER IN THE FRENCH-INDIAN WAR (Continued from page 2)

In spite of the withering fire, Sgt Thompson survived this battle and lived a charmed life
through the rest of the war—living to the age of 97. In 1759, he fought with his grenadiers
at Moﬁlmorency and on the Plains of Abraham with Wolfe's army. Along with ‘an unadul-
terated elation and pride’ at this victory he recorded other memories:
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Broadside
Foot

Recruitin
42n

(Translation from Gaelic, 1756)

...Recruit me none but the old

'ff the French gave themselves qu;’er{v up. They had no harm done to them. ..
But Faith! If they tried to outrun a Hielandmon, they stood but a bad chance,

_for Whash! Went the broadsword.’(p.57)

And what of the aftermath of battle?

The casualties lay on theﬁe?d as thick as aﬂodz l:_!fsheep andjusr as they hadfa”en,for
the main body had been completely routed off the ground and had no opportunity of carry
ing away their dead and wounded. We killed seventy-two officers [including non-commis

sioned officers] alone, and it was horrid to see the effect of blood and dust on their white

coats. (p.57)

The Editors

Clans,
Camel’s [Campbells],

Mackenzy's, Fraser’s and Grant’s

For they are bmught up to the |L
Sword,

Such warlike men Lord Loudoun

wants.

RELATED WORKS OF INTEREST

Other works on the Seven Year’s War and the High-
land soldier: Daniel Marston’s The Seven Year's War is a
reliable description (J ‘this closest r.hing to total war bgﬁ}re ww

Highland Clansman 1689-1746 examines the society which producea’
these fierce fighters and tactics like the "Highland Charge’. Col.
McCulloch and Tim Todish, British Light Infantrymen of the Seven

I’; For Culloden, see Peter Harrington’s Culloden 1746—The
Highland Clans’ Last Charge for all aspects of the battle and its

immediate background. Stuart Reid’s  The Scottish Jacobite

Army, 1745-46 is invaluable for describing the organization,

command system and tactics of the Jacobite army while his

Year’s War document the resilience and resourcgfu!ness qf these soldiers
adapting so successfully to irreqular warfare.

A copy of High]ander in the French-Indian War 1756-67 has
been donated to the Graydon Milton Library.

THE STORY OF JOSIAH WOOD

In the last issue of the Newsletter I reported on the
project of describing the Wood Library at the Keillor
House. I am glad to say that it is now compleled—pt:nding_
final editing, and may soon be made available in booklet
form. Since it is lengthy (some 85 pages) and much of the
material is esoteric, I don’t expect many will want to plough
through it all; it was written as a reference work for the Mu-
seum and probably won’t be made into a movie! Nonethe-
less, parts should be interesting to local history buffs and for
that reason I am offering a few excerpts in this and the fol-
lowing Newsletters.

Having described the collection in general terms in
the last issue, I continue with a brief sketch of the family

history and the remarkable career of Josiah Wood. (Those
interested in learning more about this remarkable man can
do no better than to read Dean Jobb's fine study The Life and
Times of Josiah Wood 1843-1927: A Builder of Sackville, avail-
able at the Keillor House gift shop.)

Emigration from Connecticut

The story of the Wood family in Dorchester and
Sackville begins with Josiah's grandfather, also called Josiah
(1776-1809). He was a Connecticut Yankee of very modest
means who —around 1800, came with his widowed mother
to Nova Scotia to take up a land grant near Cornwallis that
had been made to her father some forty years before follow-
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Since there was but a single textbook for each course, and each professor (there were only six at the time) taught a
variety of subjects, students would not have been exposed to in-depth spccialized knowledge in any of them. Nonetheless, a
solid foundation was laid for further study in either the arts or sciences, or for a career in one of the “learned professions”,
namely the ministry, medicine, or law. After toying with the idea of entering the ministry, Josiah chose the law. There was
no law school at any of the Maritime colleges at this time; lawyers trained as clerks with established lawyers and studied law
on their own time until they could pass the examinations to be admitted to the bar. Entry into the legal profession was the
casier for Josiah in that his uncle (his father’s half-brother), Acalus Palmer, had an established law firm in the county seat of
Dorchester, and it was here that the young graduate did his training until he could hang out his own shingle.

Businessman and Philanthropist

But law was not his only activity. From the
time they were teenagers, he and his younger brother,
Charles, had helped their father in his business —and
even as a lawyer, Josiah continued to do so, although it
was expected that Charlie would eventually take over
direction of the firm. However, this was not to be.
Victim of a pulmonary disease, his younger brother
became increasingly infirm before dying at age twenty-
five, leaving Josiah, already a man of strong family
attachments, no choice but to give up his law practice
and replace his brother as heir to his father's business.
He assumed his new responsibilities with devotion and
a high degree of competence, developing the staples
trade quite beyond what Mariner had done and branch-
ing out into many other ventures, from farming and
lumbering to shipbuilding and banking, all by the time
he was in his early thirties. From there he became a
pioneer of the industrialization of the Maritime econ-
omy, eventually owning considerable stock in a sugar
refinery, a gaslight and water company, a cotton mill
and other industrial concerns in Moncton.

Picture Courtesy of Al Smith

He was also the founder, eventual President and largest shareholder of the New Brunswick and Prince Edward Is-
land Railway Company which ran from Sackville to Cape Tormentine. Like his father, he devoted much time and money to
community service. He succeeded Mariner as Treasurer of the Board of Governors of Mount Allison College and personally
supervised its financial affairs for forty years, frequently dipping into his own ample pockets to help it out of its periodic fi-
nancial crises and to endow worthy endeavours, such as the digging of the “Swan Pond” and sponsoring the series of public
lectures by people of note that still bears his name. Active in the Methodist Church as befitted a man whose mother and
wife were both Truemans of Yorkshire descent, he participated in the Bible society and helped administer the church fi-
nances.

His Political Career

As if this were not enough (only the smallest part of his activities can be detailed here), on the urging of his uncle,
Acalus Palmer —who called him an “accomplished scholar and modest man”, he sought and won the Conservative nomina-
tion (1882) and went on to defeat the sitting Liberal, Sir Albert Smith, who had lost much of his popularity outside his
hometown of Dorchester because of his attacks on Sir John A. MacDonald’s National Policy of high tariffs on imported indus-
trial goods, the very thing that made the industrialization of Moncton possible. As a Member of Parliament, Josiah was in a
good position to lobby for federal subsidy of his financially ailing railway, which in turn brought prosperity to the region and







PAGE 8

NEWSLETTER

LIBRARY & GENEALOGY CENTRE (CONTINUED)

Research Projects

As Gene Goodrich’s work on the ‘Stage Coach Era’ moves

to the writing stage—we will ‘serialize’ parts of it in com-

ing Newsletters.

‘Living Conversations’

Last year the Library Committee decided —with urging
from Edith Gillcash & Judy Morison, to start digitally

Charles McEwen— truly a ‘Renaissance Man’, was the

first one to be ‘interviewed’. A ‘hard’ transcription was

made after considerable difficulty, and then a good digi-

tal recorder with voice recognition and transcription capa-

bility was purchased.

recording ‘conversations with extraordinary people’.

should be interviewed

If you wish to suggest an ‘extraordinary’ person who
contact Edith, Gene or Judy

The Editors

ST. JAMES CHURCH MUSEUM

An Exhibit Renewal Grant to
show-case the Beachkirk Collec-
tion was submitted to Heritage
Branch last fall, and proved suc-
cessful! (Judy & Alice prepared a
very professional submission
with input from Betty Adams,
Denyse Milliken —and Peter
Laroque, Regina Mantin & the
Outreach Team from the New
Brunswick Museum.)

The New Plan

...expands on the theme intro-
duced on the Storyboard "The
Way of Life of the Early 19th
Century Settlers’, while provid-
ing improved traffic flow, new
display cases, a dedicated light-
ing plan, expanded workshop
areas and additional storage
space.

The principal objectives are:

1. to redesign the space to bet-
ter highlight more of the ar-
tefacts , and

2: to ‘engage' the public more
fully with opportunities for
greater ‘hands-on’ experi-

ence

New Storage Space Is Vital

... it allows us to rotate the exhibits,
mount ‘traveling exhibits’ and ex-
pand the workshop areas. It is also
vital for security—since we do not
have secure storage at present.

WHS Fund-Raising

...to ‘match’ a portion of Heritage
Branch's contribution we need to do
some fund-raising over the next
year. (The Quilt Raffle is a step in
this direction.)

The Work Plan

Pre-Construction 2006-2007
(Phase I)

Research & development of ‘theme’
by Gabrielle Cormier (HRDC
Grant); Consultants Report; Story-
board

Construction 2008
(Phase II)

Implement Scheduled Activities on
Work Schedule—Spring 2008

You can Help!

To volunteer, contact Judy Morison
at (506) 379-6682. e-mail:
morc(@rogers.com

Quilt Raffle

Double —Dresden Plate Pattern

In support of the Exhibit
enewal Project
at
St James Church Textile
Museum

Contact Alice for Tickets
at

(506) 379-6620

Draw on December 1, 2008
at
The Village Office
Dorchester

St. James Church Museum
Is Unique

We are the only museum in
the province providing the
public with a ‘hands-on’

experience with textiles
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KEILLOR HOUSE MUSEUM

The Keillor House expects a banner year with
New Exhibits and an impressive calendar of Nine

Special Events.
New ‘Hats (._Ww You’ Exhibit

This popular exhibit offers new hats from the cos-
tume collection (1830-1980) and hats from Lieu-
tenant-Governor George Stanley and his wife
Ruth Stanley, and tells the ‘story’ of changes in
styles, materials and headdress design over two
centuries.

Events and Activities (Special Events Calendar—2008)
Nine exciting events/activities are scheduled for
this year with proceeds going to support new mu-
seum activities and programs. Invite a Friend and
Tour the Museum the same day!

Museum Committees

The Museum Committees have been active over
the past months...
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The Gift Shop Committee

Dianne, Karen, Judy and Joanne, are preparing for
the Opening on June 14th with an expanded range
of products and unique items of interest. Sales subsi-
dize the museum-—so visit the Gift Shop if you can.
(Joanne Corey chairs this Committee and welcomes
all volunteers.)

The Grants Sub-Committee

Alice is the Committee! —and she has been work-
ing on the grant applications for months, with the
final submission due the end of April. Thank you Alice
Sfor all your work....

Urgent—Volunteers Needed

Keillor House needs 10-15 volunteers (2-3 days) to
‘guide’ visitors at the Museum during the month of
June. A ‘training session’ (May) will include an
‘easy-to-follow’ Script. If two members volunteer
together— scheduling is even easier! To sign up
contact Alice at 379-6620.

AMNB RESPONSE TO THE NON-PROFIT TASK FORCE

The Association Museums New Brunswick
(AMNB) prepared an ‘official’ response to the

recommendations of the Premier’s Community Non-

Profit Task Force (*The Bradshaw Report’) on behalf

of New Brunswick’s community museums.

Building A New Foundation for the Museum Community
contains 36 recommendations for ‘transforming’
the relationship between government and the mu-
seum community. Among these—proposals for an
operations/ capital funding formula, tax and other
incentives for volunteers, liability insurance for
volunteers and tax relief on ‘historic buildings’

not designated as ‘museums’. This last proposal
directly affects the WHS , and if adopted would

make a significant difference to our financial situa-
tion.

A campaign to have the government adopt the rec-
ommendations as part of the Self-Sufficiency Policy
has been initiated— with efforts to mobilize heritage

groups, MLAs and community museums.
What Can You Do to Help?

We are asking our Members to contact their MLA
and local municipal officials to express support for
the document. To obtain an e-mail version of the
document (French/English), contact Cole at
morc(@rogers.com.

Cole Morison







VOLUME 43 ISSUE # 2

AMNB ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS—2007

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE ASSOCIATION MUSEUMS NEW BRUNSWICK AWARD WINNERS
FOR 2007: Alice Folkins, Donald Alward, Huguette Desjardins and Jack Lines. The AMNB Achievement

Awards are given to those who have contributed with excellence to New Brunswick’s museums and heritage.
L=

ALICE FOLKINS was awarded the AMNB
Quarter Century Award of Merit for 30

years of selfless service to the heritage community
of southeast New Brunswick and to the Westmor-
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land Historical Societ)/, which she continues to
serve in numerous mpacjtjes, and whose achieve-
ments over the past ten years are largely due to her

outstanding leadership, drive and enthusiasm.’

JACK LINES was recognized for *his out-
standing contribution to all aspects of the
$500,000 Keillor House Project. Without his
30+ years engineering experience, sound judge-
ment and outstanding leadership skills, the project

could not have been initiated nor carried to a suc-

cessful conclusion.”

DONALD ALWARD received an Achievement Award ‘in recognition of his work for the Albert County Historical
Society as Manager and Curator of the $1.4 Million R.B. Bennett Commemorative and Interpretative Centre Project and the

Albert County Museum.’

HUGUETTE DESJARDINS also received a Quarter Century Award of Merit ‘for her many years of community

service in the Madawaska area.’

Thanks to. ..
Edith Gillcash for her advice &

contributions to the Newsletter

Thanks to Retiring Board
Members. ..

Pat Estabrooks whose advice &
invaluable experience will be

greatly missed. Pat is standing _ﬁ)r
the mayoralty in Sackville. . .we
hope to have her rejoin us sometime
in the future...

Gerry Gillcash from Lutes Mountain
Heritage Foundation has given the
Board excellent council over the years
but needs to devote his time to the
‘Daring to Dream Campaign’. .. Gerry

thank you for your commitment. ..
- &

Welcome to...

Nancy Vogan—a WHS L ife Member
who served on the Board a number of
vears ago, and who has graciously con-

sented to help us again.

‘Daring to Dream Campaign’

Lutes Mountain Heritage Foundation Inc
is raising funds for a new bui}djng
with meeting rooms, library, kitchen
facilities and an archive area. The
Meeting House will become a full-
time museum, with a foyer joining it
to the new facility.

For more information contact Betty
Lutes at (506) 384-7719 or e-mail her

at lutzmtnheritage @z'ogers.com.







